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Brief Intro Summary,

Debi Pratt is a proud resident of Niagara-on-the-Lake since the mid 70’s where she first worked as a primary
school teacher and then switched careers to work in the exciting and every growing wine and tourism industries.
After a very exciting and fulfilling 40 years with Inniskillin Wines, she retired in 2014 where she was honoured
by having a vineyard named after her-Pratt Vineyard.

In her spare time in the good weather, she can be seen kayaking on the Niagara River and Lake Ontario.

General

* Born in Toronto, raised and educated in St. Catharines

¢ Graduated from St. Catharine’s Teachers College; B.A. in Psychology and Education from Brock University

¢ Taught primary school for 16 years in Niagara-on-the-Lake

* Assisted at Inniskillin Winery on a part-time basis since its inception in 1974; 1986 full-time status

* Initial responsibilities were three fold: managing the Wine Boutique, Special Events and Tour Programs;
handling Public Relations; calling on LCBO, hotels and restaurants throughout southern and northern Ontario
as an Ontario Sales Representative

*  Winery career developed as Inniskillin Wines grew to 250,000 visitors annually and became internationally
recognized

* Retired July 1, 2014

Current Position
*Public Relations Specialist, freelance, Niagara on the Lake, ON.

Past Winery Positions, retired 1975- 2014

*  Winery Public Relations, Niagara Estates, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario until July 2014.

¢ Handling media relations for Inniskillin, Jackson-Triggs, Le Clos Jordanne, with merged company

¢ Liaising with the Inniskillin Marketing Team and Inniskillin Public Relations Companies in Western Canada, the
US and Europe

*  Organizing and hosting VIP visits/events at the winery for media, government, senior executives, trade and
celebrities from around the world

* Hosting Export initiatives- dinners, tastings, government delegations, internal & external training.

* Conducting wine presentations/seminars & speaking engagements-corporate, educational institutes, sommeliers,
general public, wine & service clubs)

 Sales and sales training-LLCBO, restaurants, hotels

* Authoring various Inniskillin, tourism, wine and culinary industry related articles

*  Promoting Ontario/Canadian Wine as a whole through wine and culinary tourism initiatives

Past Community and Wine Industry Positions-Tourism, Hospitality, Charities/Fundraising

* Founding Committee Member, Cuvée — an annual fundraiser for Niagara Community Foundation, celebrating
Excellence in Ontario Wines (1989-2026)

* Board of Governors, Niagara College (2004-2009)

¢ Past Founding Chairman, Niagara-on-the-Lake Wineries Marketing Committee (13 years).

* Niagara Wine and Food Classic Committee Member (4 years)

¢ Wine Council of Ontario Tourism Committee

e Terry Fox Run committee member and Dream Team Member (9 years)
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Member of the Tourism Committee and various Special Events, NOTL Chamber of Commerce
Past Chairman, TEMCO, NOTL Tourism and Economic Management Corporation (3 years)
Niagara College Public Relations Advisory Committee (1999-present)

Niagara College Photography Advisory Committee (20010-present)

Member of the Riesling Experience Committee, CCOVI (2007-present)

Past Co-Chair, Shaw Festival Shivaree Fundraiser (2 years)

Past Board Member, Niagara-on-the-Lake Elderhostel

TIDC (Tourism Industry Development Centre) Steering Committee (8 years)

Town of NOTL Branding Committee (2012-2013)

Member of Niagara Regional Tourism Education Advisory (2012-2014)

Town of NOTL Traffic & Safety Committee (2000-2014)

Awards/Honours

* Wine Growers Canada Award of Distinction (Donald Ziraldo, Karl Kaiser, Debi Pratt, Gerald Klose),
2025

Niagara-on-the-Lake Lord Mayor Citizen of the Year, Award, March 2020
Women in Business, Niagara Lifetime Achievement, November 2019
Grape Growers of Ontario, Award of Merit, April 2015.
Living Landmark Award, Niagara Foundation, Niagara-on- the-Lake, ON, Nov. 2014
Pratt Vineyard-naming of 90 acre vineyard in Niagara-on-the-Lake for 40 years of service at Inniskillin, 2014.
Gold Award-Educator-Ontario Hostelry Association (OHI) 2014
Lifetime Achievement Award-Tourism Industry of Ontario (TTAO) Awards of Excellence 2013
RBC Wine Business Citizen of the Year-Niagara Wine Festival, 2013
Binational Star Award-Women in Tourism, 2009
Exceptional Hospitality Award-Ontario Wine Society Committee, 2009
Promoter’s Educator Award-Cool Climate Oenology & Viticulture Institute (CCOVI) Brock University 2006
Honorary Member-Les Clefs d'Or, 2004
Niagara Business Woman of the Year-Niagara Women in Business, 2003

Current Organizational Roles

Contributing writer for Niagara Community Foundation Fund Donors website profiles (2015-present)
Niagara Community Foundation Committee Member for Niagara on the Lake Fund (March 2016-present)



