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Mr. Simkus holds a Bachelor of Applied Science degree in Mining Engineering and 
Mineral Processing, graduating from the University of Toronto in 1975. 
 
He is currently a Fellow of the Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (FAusIMM 
1988) and is a retired member of the Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy and 
Petroleum (CIM 1991). 
 
Prior to retirement Mr Simkus was a registered member of the Association of 
Professional Engineers of British Columbia (PEng 1978)  and a registered member of 
the Association of Professional Engineers, Geologists and Geophysicists  of the 
Northwest Territories (PEng 1984) 
 
After graduation Mr. Simkus worked for Cominco Ltd for nearly 20 years where he 
gained a strong reputation as a metallurgical problem-solver and progressively attained 
senior roles in mining operations worldwide. He was seconded in 1986 from Cominco to 
Mount Isa Mines in Queensland Australia. His experience includes managing  two of the 
world’s largest copper mines. He was formerly President and General Manager of 
Highland Valley Copper, which operates the largest open pit copper-molybdenum mine 
in Canada and later served as President and Chief Executive Officer of Peru’s 
Compania Minera Antamina, operator of one of the world’s largest copper-zinc mines. 
 
Beginning in 2004, Mr. Simkus has worked as an independent consultant for companies 
that were operating and developing mining projects in Canada, Greenland, the United 
States, Guatemala, Ecuador, Bolivia, Chile, Spain, Portugal, Romania, Australia and the 
Philippines. 
 
Mr Simkus served as a board member on several publically traded mining companies: 
 

• SOMINCOR- Sociedade Mineira De Neves-Corvo, S.A., Lisbon, Portugal – Independent 
Director  June 2004 – June 2005 



• EuroZinc Mining Corporation, Vancouver, Canada – Independent Director  April 2004 – 
November 2006 

• Skye Resources Ltd., Vancouver, Canada – Independent Director  April 2007 – August 
2008 

• Gabriel Resources Inc., Toronto, Canada – Independent Director  March 2007 – June 
2010 

• AQM Copper Inc., Vancouver, Canada – Independent Director  April 2010 – February 
2011 

• Baffinland Iron Mines Corp., Toronto, Canada -  Independent Director  March 2010 – 
March 2011 

• Orvana Minerals Corp., Toronto, Canada – Chairman of the Board  Dec 2011 – Aug 
2012 

• Adriana Resources Ltd., Toronto, Canada – Independent Director  Jun 2011 – Feb 2017 
• Detour Gold Corporation, Toronto Canada – Independent Director December 2018 – 

January 2020 


