
2026 NOTLRA Survey at a Glance 

Participation 

• 252 completed surveys 

• 229 responses from NOTLRA email members 

• 47% response rate 

Top Resident Priorities 

✓ Reducing developer influence on planning decisions 

✓ Transparent and accountable Council decision-making 

✓ Meaningful public consultation 

✓ Managing the scale and density of development 

✓ Protecting heritage buildings and neighbourhood character 

✓ Preserving farmland, vineyards and natural areas 

✓ Ensuring infrastructure keeps pace with growth 

✓ Balancing tourism with residential quality of life 

✓ Value for municipal tax dollars 

✓ Access to healthcare and emergency services 

Governance 

Strong Mayor Powers 

• Approximately 75% opposed 

• Approximately 9% supported 

Council Size Reduction (9 to 7 Members) 

• Community opinion divided 

• No clear consensus 



What Members Told Us 

Residents want: 

• Growth that respects Niagara-on-the-Lake’s unique character. 

• A Council that is transparent, accountable and responsive. 

• Better balance between development, tourism and quality of life. 

• Protection of heritage, agriculture and the natural environment. 

• Infrastructure and municipal services that keep pace with growth. 

Looking Ahead 

The survey also identified an important opportunity for NOTLRA to broaden participation 

among younger residents, families and communities outside Old Town to ensure future surveys 

reflect the full diversity of Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

Read the complete survey report at: notlra.com 

 


